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Committee of the 
County of K-21t., 


Favared 


LCZ=> iveance leave to 
$SYvelMake you in a 
word ofan ologetick 


preface for this my in- 
truſt upen your good- 
neſſe, After ſixteene 
yeares reſidence in Ox- 
ford, and many yeares 

A 3 jor- 


torraigne travells; upon 
my. teturne irgtheſe tu- 
multuous times not be- 
ing able to enjoy my | 
owne charge 1 in Oxford 

I hetaoke my ſelfe to 
ſea imployment under | 
the Right Honorable | 
the. Earle of Fan, | 


and-after. p. vo 
encetell 


_ my lot-for 
aato yl for ga , and ca]- 
-Jed'to Saint NMargarety, 


-have: there'two yeares 
exerciſed my miniſtery 
comfortably. Here af- 
-rer my diſpatch of the | 


whole 


whole! dadtrme; of the 


new: Covenant}, _ I' ler 
fall; fome : concluſions 


infatisaGion to doibts 


now : agitated; '1n/; the 
world , [whereof the 


firſt was the. ſubze& 
of this new: virion 


to wit-, the: Church, 


which unexpectedly 


were: not: ſa; cleare to 


ſome as 1 intended and 
wilht for. After 1 'con«s 
tracted - their -Jargenels 
into this: madell,, and 
delivered. them. mn 
Gravel-end, Excepti- 

| ons, 


ons were taken by ſuch | 
as heard them not de- | 
livered, but by report, | 
and the Author there- | 
of defamed, with what 
bitterneſſe let others 
that heard it judge, 1 
was therefore required 
for my owne vindica- | 
tion , and ſuch noble 
Friends as had caſt a 
gracious | aſpect upon 
mee to publiſh them, 
which here I now hum- 
bly preſent to your cen- 
fure and patronage, 


who now ( bleſſed bee 
| God) 


.God) are the happyin- 


ſtcuments of the peace 
of the County, I have 
not'to my beſt memo- 
ry omitred nor added 
a material] paſſage or 
ſentence , except the 
examination of the 
termes 1n Scripture ſig- 


| nifying a Church as 


V. T7. wp and my 
which the Septuagint 
for tte moſt part ren- 


der by arzyi though 


ſometimes the various 
readings of Aquila,Sy- 
machus , and T heodorus 
gives 


gives .that by-&1..The 


N, T: uſe- {till E£XXAYG1E 
which the Syriack:tran- 
ſlation expreſle by the 
former word 1 or wry 
tamiliar alſo in... the 
very ; lame ſenſe with 
all the Oritentals,ſo that 
I inferred as a generall 
iſae from the Etymon 
of the word, 


4 c burch was a collefted 
body called together i the 
buſan-ſſe of the Lord. 


This 1s the ſubſtance 


r 


of 


of all was omittedfrom 
the firſt delivery, which 
I have not- inſerted in 
this Copy , becauſe I 
did beleeve the excep- 
ter would” not trou- 
ble himſelfe: with - any 
examination of the cry- 
ticilme, My Apirit I 
confteſle hath ever been 
averſe to' publiſh or to 
have beene taken” no- 
tice of this way , Tam 
too con{cious of my 
owne weakeneſle 'and 
in{ufticiencies to feek 
to make a noyle: my 

inclt- 


an —_— + 


inclination to obſcurity 
and retiredneſſe 1s wel 
knowne, anda meane 
condition ( Ht a ſetled 
one ) 1n Privacy to ap- 
ply my thoughts to ſtu- 
dy hath beene always 
my ſtrongeſt intenti- 
ons. Other things of 


greater importance {in 
literature I meane ) I 


have prepared, which 


did providence ſee good 


to give mEa (etled con- 


dition(wherein I might 
compoſe my thoughts 
to a ſcerled fixtneſle, 
and 


a mr. tain 2 


and center my ſelfe in 
ſome reſt to follow my 
ſtudy, the greateſt out- 
| ward mercy I long for 
and valuc in this lite ) I 
ſhould humbly begge 
| your patronage and 
protection. In the in«- 
terim untill Divine pro- 
vidence ſhall efte& o 
great mercy to mee: 
glue mee leave to beg 
your patronage & pro- 
tection of this rude 
draught ( 65irnine ) of 
the nature of a Church) 
and let mee ſubſcribe 


voy 


my ſelfe, to; bee- ever 


real ” found, 


| | Yout moſt Toh ? 
| | faithful ſervant in the 
| Lord, 


WW Uh Sandbrooke. 
From my ſtudy in | 


Rocheſter, Nov, 20. 
1646. 


Cd 


To theRight W 


ſbrptullehe Major, _ 
rats , and Inhabitants .. - 
” TIN Paveſ-end. 

l 5 Q1L at + 


C \. 
: Prethrev, ""p 


3» 


Ox. may coma] 8 
Was. [- lo yaur 

Breed! a 
an CES upon, neceſſary 
occafions :. theſe concluſions 
I then delrvered for ſub- 
ſtance to you 671 knaw/n0t 
a materiall word yard. 
Lou kwow bow it was calum- 
nized, andwith yog bit- 


"terne ſſe 


—_— — NESS _ — = 


—_———_——— - 


— -  D—_—— . —w— — we = 


terneſſe interpreted by bim 
who heard it not, upon what 


go hee : proceeded , 1. 


cave it to bis owne ſertous 
thoughts, A's they are and 
were I commend themto you, 
ts judge whether the things 


are tenſurable or no, I muſt 


them then, and engage my 
felfe now and ever, 


Your ſervant in the work 
of theLord, 


Will: Sandbrooke. 


Rocheſter, Novemb. 20. 
1646, 


d LO = 


acknowledge your patience, 
and and] ' acceptance of 


| 


GIY 
EERODPEADEGS 
A Breife Sum- 


mary of Three Ser- 


mons preached at Sr. 
Margarets R o- 
CHESTER. 


EPHES. I. 22, 23. 


Re? Aving you know 
Fa at ſeverall times 
wes> declared unto 
you. the whole doftrine 
of the new covenant, 
my next buſinefſeI ac- 
quainted you ſhould be 
the exammation of 3, 
grand 9xeries : And 
theſel digeſted intothis 
B order 


(2) 
ordertlus, 


1. Whatisthe 
adequate and eeeal 


ſubje& of all this great 
mercy of the Covenant. 

The Church. 

2. What perlons 
are | capeable to come 
within thiscondition of 
the Church. 

1. Belecyers 1nter- 
pally called. 

2, ts by the 
outward ſeale of 
Baptiſme, 

3. What law orruke 
the Churchis regulated 
and walkes by. whether 
the Law or the Goſpel,or 
brheſe things Le 

£ things tee 

4208 ona 


(3) 
diſpatcht | {ball pro- 
ceede to latisfic _ 
doubts to wit. 

1. How the converla- 
tion-of a beleever, ora 
member of a Church 
may beſteeredto an bo- 
ly evennelle. 

2. What are themani- 
fold impediments and 
hindrances from | 

I. My: owne deceit- 

pirits. 

2, The ſtratagems of 

hell 


0 me T. I. 

e _—v. 
| legree with to 
wit, The nature of 4 
Cbyrch. 


B 2 Where- 


(4) 
Wherein becanſe I 
found the bulineſle in 
theſe tumultuons dayes 
ſorely perplext with 
contentions and difh- 
cultieson 'the contrary 
parties, I proceeded ina 
middle courſeif it were 
poſſible to take off the 
violenceof both. - 

1. Theoneparty run- 
ning violently againſt 
the other, condemning 
its adverſary of forma- 
Ity, ſuperſtition,and al- 
molt idolatry in tying 
up their. devotions to 
ſaying/ of prayers, ſet 
formesand places, 'run- 
ning circleof ſtinted du- 
ties without life and 
POWET 


wy Wis | OY WW wa * 


's) 


power, and without ex- 
peCation of any ſuch 
things from Chriſt, to- 
gether with a mixture 
of prophaneand godly. 
A ſpeckled Bird. 

2. The other party 
running as ſ{tronghy in a 
violent contrary chan- 
nell condemning the o- 
ther for ſchiſme, hereſes, 
ſedition, faCtion, novel- 
Ph {eperation and div1- 

10n, makeing breaches 
and fomenting diſcords, 
openinga way to the 
unſetling of the peace 
and unitie + of. the 
Church. 

In this ſoſad a. con- 
dition, Iſteared a courſe 


BZ as 


(6) 
as neare as could : be- 
twixt theſe two defpe- 
rate” rocke, and yet 
umnexpetedly flruck 
upon each till , I had 
almoſt fplitt againe. 

z.. Theone charging 
me with too much 
liberty, given to 
fchiſme & private | 
conventicles. 

2, The other accu- | 
fing me with too | 
much binding up | 
and ftreipthning | 
them in the Privi- 
ledges of Believers 
granted to the 
Church by Chriſt | 
himſelfe. 

In this unexpeRted 


exigent, 


hoes FY FF $3 _ #> 


QA ww -— US 


—OQOVv&©@11yW YU & 


1 
9 


[F) 


exIgent, eage frorme 
commmg, (and we have 
ruralts enough alrea- 
dy.)though | was warn- 
ed by a faithfull freind, 
that would not be 
feaſonable, my impro- 
vidence left me-'in a 
fnare. _ 

Fmait acquamt you 
my refolntion s, to 
defift from the - 
cution, untill the wiſe- 
dome of the State ſhall 
fer ups » way which 


ts Venforme, —_— 


hope TI ma 
aryl Wer 


Is the ' mtetim; be- 


cxaſe what bath beene 
. delivered is ſnuffed ar, 


B4 by 


(8 
by ſome 44 [ ſcarce 
beheve underſtood (if 
heard ) it, I ſhall there- 
fore acquaint you with 
two things. 

I. The concluſions pro- 
ſecuted already in this 
buſineſſe. 

2. The concluſions re- 
maining yet behind in 
the nature of a Church 
which T will only name. 

Theſe I will lay down 
as principles, which 
muitbe as 4a firmebaſis 
toall deduttiveconclu- 
fions in the buſmeſle of 

a Church, ſothat 
TI. I ſhall adhere to 
them as of eternall ve- 


rity. 
2 1 


| 


(9) 


2. Iſball yetwilling- 
ly ſubmnt'to a full con- 
viction of any error de- 
duceable from. them, if 
cleared to me, and hum- 


bly correct it. 


Theſe things being 
ſuppoſed by way of Ap- 
pology, I comenow to 
my bulineſle, 


EPHES. 1. 22,23. 


And hath put all things 
under his feet : and gave 
him to bee the head over 
all things to the Church, 

Which-is his body, the 
fulneſſe of hint that filleth 
all in all. 


B 5 After 


Theſ. x. 


(10) 
A Fter x ſhore Analy- 
tall reſokmtion of 
the body ofthe Text, I 
inferred divers coneln- 
fions; whereof the firft 
was; 

God ow Father hath 
ger to Chriſt byſpecis 
all donation a hke 
and grants the power, in« 
tereſt,and propriety, and 
in ſueceſsr0m of time;the 


AFuall poſſeſſuon of a 
Church, 


Thiepropofitien Flaid 
downe as leaving the 
reſt ro the ex 
way for forenoones 1n 


my exerciſe; onely*+ to 


cleare it I laid downe 
{ome concluofins which 
- were 


as AE AE. es foe A. 


C1). 
were the fame in fab» 
farce; arid riitt patalell 
tothisin this forthe; 

1. Got the Father hath 16. 32.1. 
inveſted Chroff' ir the Plal-2-6. |] 
propriety ant poſſeſſion | 
of a Ringome. 

2. This kingdom? in Rom. 8.2, 
Order ti its ſubjetFr was 
enlowed witff 3. grand | 
priviledver. 

1. Exemprion-ffonrthe ons. | 
arſe of any Law: | | 

2. From the Tyranny of 
any power” to enthratFor 
engan? then to obeds-. 
ence except of Chriſt. 

3. Froyrobſervatiow of col.2. 21. | 
an Fry in ferng 

abſo jefian;bd 
what himfelfe bath-in ftt- 


tuted 


(mn) 
tated to them. 

Whencel called into 
aide one cleare and con- 
felled concluſion. 

The Kingdome of Chriſt 
and the Church of Chriſt 
are in ſubſtancethe ſame 
thing. 

So that in iſſue, if 
Chriſt hath beene en- 
throned andeſtabliſhed 
in a kingdome, ergo al- 
ſo in a Church. Burt 
Chriſt hath beene <n- 

* throned and eſtabliſbed 
in a Kingdome, by the 
concluſions , ergo the 

_— Is eaſie from the 
 Jaſt concluſion thus, the 

'Kingdome of Chriſt and 
his Chntch are the ſame 

un 


C13) 
in ſubſtance. ergo. ..If 
Chriſt have a Kingdom  - 1. 
he muſt have a Church ©: -' 
alſo. 7 
The maine quzriethen - - 
to be examined thus. 

What this Church of 
Chriſt is. 

After examination of 
the Termes, incident 
to this buſineſle in the 
old and new Teſta- 
ment, I concluded. 

4 Church or the king- 
dem of Chriſt is a combi- 
nation , or confederacy 
of faithſull perſons meet- 
ing together in a joynt 
conſent to walke with 
Chriſt, and to enjoy com- 
wunion with him: and 

amoneft 


(74) 
I camor 49207@[} therefelves in all 


fee burthis 5; orc rantcev 
diſcripti- 
on of a Church apreerh wittr the Nartunit | 
Provinciall, & Parochiall Church of Eng/katb 
unleſſe we ſmppoferinrendedandftudicd. typo | 
crific in receiving the. Goſpell. | 


In this F obſerved, 
theſe. diſtinct | on 
ſion C the 
el 
Conct.z, The members of this 

combination are” faith- 
full perſons, or atfualt 
beleevers by profefſon. 
This wasmade cleare 
m reafon thus, Chriſt 
beinga living, head, all 
that cometohimatecat- 
ſo quickned,' for the 
cauſe bewg put” the ef- 
ft muſt follbw, and 


we 


wy 0 


A wa Foz Ta ® Ps FT Oi 


( 15 ) 
weliveby faithin Chriſt 


6790. 

' The members of « 

Chnrch: are living mene- 

bens on beleowers. 
Thas reafor gave'ats 

reſtation fully 8 clearly, th 


Fon 


ſo. Seripture alto, of Bi: 9. 


26. 2.6. AF 5. 2:40.41. 


made good, tHe20 is, 

2. Thefo' beleeving per- 
ſons joyne togetherin a 
mautuwall combination: or 
joynn conſent tv bee: a 
Church. 

Thereaton is- from 
PST, a- Comment 
wealtly Jjoynes: 
ther: by conſent” 6k 
ene head, to ont 

Y 


8.Ar-3. ad | | 


This firft conchafion 3 —_ = | | 


(16) 
dy politique; and the 
members of a naturall 
body , by one Spirit of 
animation conſtitutes 
the whole. But-. the 
Church is in proportion 
a naturall and politique 
bodie. Ergo. Tere. 50.4. 
ATFs. 11.21. 22. 
Thus this 2, conclu- 
ſion cleared, the 24. was. 
3. This voluntary and 
Joynt combination of Be- 
leevers, is to give them- 
ſelves up wholly to walke 
with Chriſt. 


The reaſon I aflign- 


ed was, becauſe 1n this 
combination they joyn- 


ed themſelves wholly 


to Chriſt , aud gave 
6 them- 


'  joyneinit? 


(17) 
themſelves totally to 
him. Ergo. Live & walke 
with him. Tere. 50. 5. 
AF5. 2,42. 

And here the ſtarting 
of one doubt hath cauſ- 
ed all this duſt, and 
made fuch a miſcon- 
{trued interpretation of 
things. 

Is this combination Queſt. 
by joynt conſent, ſo ne- 
ceſſary to a Chutch, that 
# is not ſufficient for e- 
very particular beleener 
to give himſelfe up to 
Chriſt to walke with 
him , but a ſociety. muſt 


Becauſe herein the 
buſineſledid pinch,give 
mee 


(18) 
me leave to give you a | 
a breife concen ode 
propoſitions I laid down ! 
intheſame words, and | 
then Flerothereft. 

I. Every beleever af- 
zer caſing, is engaged to | 
brag over 9 arm "0 
antuerfall refoletion,cnd 
anſwerable executrar af 
walkimg with Clarift. | 

Fhe reafon was gt- | 
ven , becauſe 
member's, orought to 
be, arthe whoke difpes- 
fitionof the: head: and 
lubordmmatto x:But: &c. 
Ergo.r Cor; & AQ. .Pk 
119. 106, This reSan | 
txukr eonchibon, the | 


2 This © 


(99) 
2. This particular 
refſgntion of” any belee- 
ver thus 9 Chriſt makes 
Bam an anal member of 
the Cathelike Church of 
Chrift which is onely one. 
he reaſon given m 


this cafe, it them 


of the bodie of Chrift, 
as by aſpeciall a of 
faith. Home. 12. 5.1. Cor. 
tO.16. xt. Cor. FO. 12. F7. 
The fecond pareicetar 
propoſition thus done. 
3. There followes after 
this an anal owion and 
vifible- combination of the 


ſame perſon with other 


members, which cole @- 
ec bodze make np aviſf- 
ble ſociety of beleevers. 

This 


( 20 ) 
This 1s properly joyn- 
ing to a particular viſt- 


ble Church.and the rea- | 
ſon is. from "the very | 


conſtruction , of the 
Termes, and the ma- 
nifold places of Scrip- 
ture. AF5.9.28.6 5.1.3. 
& 20.17. | 

And this is the ſame 
with. our pariſhes, or 
parochiall congregati- 
ons and combinations 
to worſhip Chriſt and 
to walke with him. Art. 
I9. Prop. 2. Preface to 
the Catechiſme m the 
Common-Prayer. B. 

So that hence it will 
be ſateI ſuppoſe, to in- 
hs 
I. Such 


| 


| 


bl | | | # ——_ 


C21) 

1. Such acolleFed bo- 
ay or congregation , ſo 
onited is a particular vi 


| feble Church. 


And from thence al- 
ſoTinferred as aſecond 
conclufion neceſlary to 
the buſineſſe. . 

2.  Thoneh the ca- 
tholike Church of Chriſt 
be but one , yet there are 
divers particular Chur- 
ches , as Parochiall, Na- 
tionall-, Provinciall or 


the like. 
' 3. Every perſon ſo 


Joyning himſelfe to that p- 2 
combination, is properly 
a member of that parti- 
cular viſible Church diſ- 
tind from other Church- 
es. From 


-x Cor. 1.2 


Aq.16. 


om-16.4 
Gal.1- 2+ 


| 


(223 
Fram whq@ence the 
:naine buſinellc, where- 
iathe difficulty ſeemed 
higheſt , and cauſed the 
mixt violence, was m a 
third maine conclafion, 
3. The members of a 
Church , or a certaine 
namber of Beleevers may 
farther confederat «- 
mongſt themſelves by a 
bond or covenant to 4 
cloſe walking withChriſs, 
\ And yet wot breake 
fellowſhip or communion 
with. the bodie, congre- 
gation, or particular par- 
riſh, or Church whereof 
they aremembers. 
This becauſe I ob- 
ſerved it offended both 
ſides 


(-23 ) 
fidesagainl(t ory watentt- 
on Ne either, Idid ex- 
plaine it and deliuer the 
' ſamethus. 


SECT. - 
] Meaneut thus, It isa 
lawfull, and m ſome 
ſenſe a neceflary at for 
| belcevers of  acquain- 
tance, or relation to 
JOyne in a compact or a- 
gm amongſt the- 
ves, by. way of cove- 
nant to walke with 
Chriſt, and to build up 
each other, .1na mutu- 
all communication .of 
their experience and 
guifts in the way of 
Chrilt, for mutnall cone» Heb.z.13. 


{ola- 


0 24 ) 
folation in the Gol. | 
pell. 


SECT 2. 


Y ET Tadded further 
to explaine my ſelf, 
that _ OE, 
compact and agreement 
ſhould not cauſe them 
to ſeperate, or to breake 
fellowſhip with the 
whole congregation, | 
( for indeed the whole 
congregation {ſhould 
Joyne) but hold a cor- 
relpondency with the 
reſt in the publiqueor- 
dinances, inſuch places | 
as 15 appointed by au- 
thority; for ſuch aſſem- 
ble 
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(25) 

ble that fo they may 

walke in © order and 
ceableneſle. 

The reaſon of this 
my aſſertion, was re-- 
moving _ which 1s 
the grand argument 
which cauſed ho foe. 
ration, and diviſion. 

A mixture of belee- 
vers and unbeleevers, 
( ſlay they) in any or- 
dinance pollutes the 
ordinance. 

To this I then anſ- 
wered in ſum to the 
argument. 

1 The wnfitneſſe of 
any perſon in an ordi- 
nance , doth not neceſſa- 
rily prejudice the ſame 

._C 


Or- 


( 26.) 
ardinance ta a balegver. 
2. Nor dothit alto 
gether detra& the  offe- 
Gall preſence of Chriſt 
from beleevers. 

I meance thus,that. far 
as.much as LING, iafall> 
ble Spirit of: diſcernmng 
doth not now abide 1n 
tha Church : who is 
poſitively an.anbeleever, 
that we may unreſer- 
vedly conchude ſuch, a 
perſon, ( though. pro- 
telling with his mouth 
tq En) 1s yetin the 
truth and reality. of 


things. 18S «70s it- doth # 


not Tay prejadice the 
ordinance. to a belce- 
Ver. 

For 


— - 


(27 ) 

For indeed I grant, 
where there 1s ſuchan 
abſolute inſpetion in- 
to, and unrelerved con- 
JjunGion of the ſpirits of 
men.thatwe know their 
hearts & frame of their 
Spirits, 1t were utterly 
unlawtull to hald. fel- 
lowſhip with them that 
are unbeleevers, 

But now where: no 
ſuch infallibility can, be 
ſuppoſed(as is our caſe( 
I conceive the ordi» 
nance isnot prejudiſed, 
forin the former caſe of 
manifeſt conviction we 
are partakers of other 
mens finnes, in thisnot. 
AndIconceive the caſe 

C 2 of 


' 2. Tim. 2. 


(28) 
of Alexander Hymeneus 
and Philetzs —— cunn- 
ing Hypocrites 1n an A- 
poſtolicall Church, did 
not diſband the cangre- 
gation, nor did Chriſt 
deny his Church to 
them. So that however 
it be true that Chriſt 
walkes amongſt the 
Seven Golden Can- 
delſticks all of pure 
Gold; yeteven in thoſe 
Churches there were 
Hereticall Dodtrines, 
unbeleevers , yet the 
Church disbanded not : 
but a command was gt- 
ven to the Angell 


1n the name of the 


Church for an ejection. 
Once 


(29) 

@nce more for De- 
pendance npon the Con- 
gregat1on. 

I conceive thoſe 
Churches ſpoken of mn 
ſeverall houſes, to be 
but members of ſome 
full and compleate con- 

regation , or Church 
in Rome or elſe where. 

My reaſon I laied 
downe thus, foraſmuch 
as, 

1. In fo ſmalla com- 
pany asa family, all the 
ordinances of Chriſt 
could not have a full 
courle which is effenti- 
all toa Church , in the 
very reſolution of Epi/- 
copall , Preſbyteriall, 
C 3 and 


( 30) 
and Congregational 
Churches, 

2. Every officer could 
not have a compleate 
and entire place and 
power, to executethat 
authonty, Chriſt had 
bequeathedtoa Church. 

So that in iſſue Tdid 
conclude m this, from 
firſttolaſt in theſe two 
propoſitions. 

1 Though one or more 
Families , or divers Per- 
ſons, may joyne in con- 
federacy to walke with 
Chriſt. 

2. Tet their conjunion 
and fellowſhip with that 
congregation or Church, 
#nto which they are ad- 
mitted 


mY - 

(3) 
mitted , whether youle 
call it parochial or tone 
greeationall , ought to 
be invidabie , where the 
ordinances ofChriſt have 
cheerefull latitude of ex- 
tention. 

Thriswas the ſumme 
of what was then de- 
trvered 1n- theſe things, 
m which Tdid under- 
Rand the exception did 
ariſe on. both fides, and 
now let wiſemen judge. 

Thethird conclufion, 
in the defmition bemg 
diſpatcht = Þourth 
followed 


4. The exe of thi Con 


confederacie of beleevers 
itouThurch in giving 
C 4 them 


(32 ) 
themſelves entirely up to 
Chriſt, 


SECT TI. 


Po enjoye 4 fag 
and effeFuall com- 
munion 2, Chriſt, 

For, for this pur- 
poſe they give them- 
telvesupto him,and are 
Joyned with him 3; now 
to what purpoſe is uni- 
on and Fn llowſhip, ex- 
cept it be for commu- 
nion and participation, 
{ee 1 Cor, 1.9. 

Now to this I added 


aSa conſeftary and iſſue. 


SECT. 


C33: 


SECT.-1. 


His fellowſhip and 
Communion was alſo 
a ſpirituall and recipro- 
call communion with the 
members of the Church a- 
mong eſe _ elves. 
_ of this 
Flay” 10n I told you 
was, becauſe, 1. they c- 
very one ſympathize | in 
breathing as It were the 
ſame hfeof Chriſt, and 
2, they have the ſame 
ſoirit of Chriſt: ergo [p1- 
ritual communion, muſt 
be ſenſibly raiſed in their 
ſpirits, when each Act 
amongſt them is no- 


C5 thing 


al 
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thing but a beam of the 
lame gloryof CHRIST 
dwelling in them,Eſay 
44- 5. AF5 2. 46. 

Nowas amedmnm by 
which all the efficacy of 
this communton ſhould 
be poured out upon 
them, and enjoy an et- 
fedtuall and fpecial ener- 
gy in Chriſts communi- 
on with them IT laid 
downe. | 

3. This fellowſhip and 
Communion 11 its true 


incl vigour & effica- | 
= C een 


they elves, 1s in the ex- 
e, we, "und power of 


PM Sh holy Ordinan- 
The 


CES, 


(35 ) 


Thereaſons; heitt- Join rg, | 


rendine thus toimanifeſt 22: 


hinetfe to them , und 5, 
not to the world , fets 
out himits and bounds 
where he wil thew him- 
ſelfe, 12.56.97. AFs 9. 
31.1/a25.6. 

And thus was that 
fourth -conchafion finv- 
ſhed , and with it the 
work of that time. Ther 
was yet a fifth conchik- 
on inthisdeſcription of 
2 Church , whichTdid 
omit for want of time; 
only naming of tt, and 
reſerving its proſecu- 
tion for this' occaſton. 
Putbeiny prevented, 
toving my own pexce; 
{hal 


(36) 
ſhall only name itagain. 
5, This., communion 
that a Church enjoyeth 
with Chriſt and Belee- 
vers amongſt themſelves | 
in his Ordinances, 

Ts maintained by aſ- 
ſembling themſelves to- 
gether to communicate 
in ſuch ordinances , as 
Chriſt will ſhew his glory 
_ them, 1 Cor. 1.4.23. 

I6. 1. 2. Art. Ch, En. 

I9. 

And ſee now howit 

fe] out,in this very point 

reſts all the difficulty,as 

1t muſt bee explained, 

which 1n the generall is 
confeſt as true on all , 
| Kands, yet what my par- 
RS. ticular 


k 
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ticular thoughts and 
judgement was, I ne- 
ver yet ſpake word, yet 
theſe men on both ſides 
would needes tell mee 
what would ſay, when 
in truth I knew not ful- 
ly my felfe.. Yet Bre- 
thren for quietneſle and 
peace ſake, [le lay down 
ſome things 1n generall, 
waving difficulties, that 
you may ghefle which 
way my thoughts tend. 

1. All Beleevers and 
every member ought to 
frequent and aſſemble to 
that place which is ap- 
pointed for the meeting 
of the congregation in the 
uſe of Divine Ordinances 


publiquely. This 


( 38.) 
"This only 1 name as 
confeſt on allhands,and | 
therefore m the next | 


Charch or -congregation, 
to uſſemble together for 
revoention , conference, 
mmutudl aſſrſtance in what 
bath been pnblikely done, 
and the nſe of ſuch Ordi- 
ances as are proper to 
they. 

Theſe two propofiti- 
ons, no man 1 know, if 
taken in this generall 
ſenſe fo mnch as ſtickes 
at. 'Onely if 1 thould 
adde oneglancemore, it 
may 


( 39 ) 
may berrwould ſtartle : 
yet Ihope not offend , 
At | eſpecially iftaken as 'tis 
_'__ qntended by mee, Ite 
e ) venture upongood ne- 


C tures, and layitdowne 
: in fam thus. 

> Many erandl ſticklors 
of | and contenders for anu- 
"2 wiverſall outward con- 
4 formity (which Tfhal for 


> | ever ſupplicate the throne 
| of grace for us, comming 
neareſt to a ſtate of glory) 

Are the mo ant ntl 

: defe& ive in the main bu 
| ſmneſſe, to wit ſenſible &- 
uichening COMMUNION 
| with Chriſt. which 15 the 
maine end of thoſe 0rdi- 
nances, and the $aints or 

| Felec- 


(49) 
Beleevers generall con- 
formity to them. 

Brethren, I would de- 
mand from theſe eager 
ſpirits, whether it hath 
not been the practice of 
this and former ages to 
terminate their devoti- 
on 1n a circular courſe 
of comming to Church 
—— reading or hearing a 
chapter with the Mini- 
{ter ,. turning downe 
leaves at Chapter and 
verſe—things I know 
good and ought to bee 
done; yet when 'tisma- 
nifeſtly apparant this 
terminatesall, and they 
took no further but on- 
ly to the exerciſe of the 


body, 
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body,which profits not, 
nor ſeeany ling of the 
powerof Chriſt ſhining 
out in ſtrength in their 
Ordinances, I wonld 
demand whether 

I. Theſe things are not 
aſeleſſe in our relation to 
Chriſt in theme. 

2. This be not to pro- 
fuane&* pollute that ,which 
he hath ordained to com- 
municate and ſhew him- 
ſelfe by to his people £ 

3. Condemnation will 
not be advanced hereby 2 

Brethren,theſe things 
TI only propoſe without 
reflexion upo any mans 
particular, let his owne 
conſcience judge. 

Whether 


(42) 
Whether this method 
hud not m the dayes of | 
yore eaten out the power 
of goalineſſe, and left the 
body of religion an empty 
carkaſſe. | 
But I doe but name 
this doubt vbrter,and by 
thebye. I muſt yetcrave 
leave & a little patience 
toinſerta third conclu- 
fion in this bulineſle of 
affembling er meeting, | 
leaftT ſhould be accuſed | 
of bauking or diſfem- | 
bling the maine. For { 
expat to /hearcofit on 
bothfdesthehead, take | 
it thus: 


Q, & 5s lavfull for | 


Chriſtiazs vr Bolievers 


of 


©4323 9 


of ſeverall families in x 
Towne, Pariſh, or Coun- 
trey , to meete together 
to conferre antl examine 
truths delivered, to com- 
municate each others ex- 
perience for amntnal con- 


ſolation and edifiration 


in the way #f Chrift. 

This : fond I 
would have rightly un- 
derſtood , and that wil 
prevent a carping, take 
then theſe two caurions 
in, 

1. Such aſſembling or 
meeting ought not to 
prejudice the publike 
Ordinance and Aſſem- 
bies. 

2. Such aſſembling or 
meeting 


(44) 


meeting ought not to di- | 
ſturb or violate the peace 
or quiet of the State or | 


Kingdome. | 

Theſe two cautions | 
obſerved , Fle juſtifie 
the concluſion to bee 
warrantable. It 1s an 
expreſle injunfion of 
the Apoſtle , and no- 
thing can come in fora 


ſuperſcdeas where hee 


commands, 
Thus I havedeclared 
briefly to you as well as 
T could, thenature of a 
Church under the Gol- 
pell. What itis in the 
ſenſe of other men, ei- 
ther for the place of | 
meeting, or in that re- 
lation 


| 
Li 
ce 

or | 


ns 
le 
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lation 1t ftands to the 
Kingdome or Nation as 
protected, and in ſome 
caſes bound by Lawes 
and EdiCts, I have not 
medled,as leaving it to 
the Lawyers and Magi- 
{ſtrates todetermine; my 
errand was never fo far 
as I know to preach pe- 
nall Statutes, but obe- 
dience to the KING 
and other his ſubordi- 
nate Governours, which 
I ſhall ever bee diligent 
in both in word and 
practice. What I have 
done amiſle herein , I 
ſhall ſubmit to cenſure 
and errour I ſhall bee 

convict 


4 
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meeting ought not to di- | 
ſturb or violate the peace | 
or quiet of the State or | 


Kingdome. 


Theſe two cautions 


obſerved , Tle juſtifie 
the concluſion to bee 
warrantable. It 1s an 
exprefſe injunfion of 
the Apoſtle , and no- 


thing can come in fora 


ſuperſedeas where hee - 


commands, 


Thus I havedeclared 


briefly to you as well as 
T could, thenature of a 


Church under the Golſ- | 


pell. What itis in the 
ſenſe of other men, ei- 
ther for the place of 
meeting, or in that re- 
lation 


; 


(45) 


lation it ftands to the 


ce | Kingdome or Nation as 


or | 


rotected, and in ſome 
caſes bound by Lawes 


| and EdiCts, I have not 


medled,as leaving it to 
the Lawyers and Magi- 
ſtrates todetermine; my 
errand was never ſo far 
as I know to preach pe- 
nall Statutes, but obe- 
dience to the KING 
and other his ſubordi- 
nate Governours, which 
I ſhall ever bee diligent 
in both in word and 
practice, What I have 
done amiſle herein , I 
ſhall ſubmit to cenſure 
and errour I ſhall bee 

| convict 


4 


(46) 
convict of., Thus farre 
may. {nffice far the na- 
ture -48" true Church. | 
Thenext thi wel. 6 | 


propaſe tomy el m the | 
elleofaChurch, is 


S-ECT. 2. 


He Priviledges of Be- 

leevers mett me the 
wey of a Church or Con- 
gregation in the uſe 0 
the Ordinances of Criſt | 

And theſe I did re- 

{olve to reduce 1n di- 
ſtm& concluſions in 
theſe few heads. 


SECT. 
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SECT. F. general. 
He great Prienledge 


of Beleevers jayned 
in fellomſhip im the Goſ- 
pell , and. web. together 
in the uſe of any Divine 
Ordinances, is 
To have an intimate, 
tewder, and. prevailing 
effeTuall preſence of 
Chriſt himelfe with 
them 


This both: Scripture 
and reaſon abundant! 
teſtifie, far Chriſt being 
a living head, and ap- 
pointing his Church to 
be his body, it muſt fol- 
law, the body muſt find 
| the 


(48) 
the influence from the 
head 1n every channel! 
and veſlell ordained for 
that purpoſe, Matth.28. | 
I9, 20. | 
Thus much in gene- 
rall , now again 1n 


SECT. 2. Special. 


AS {everall branches | 

ariſing from this | 
common ſtocke , they | 
are to bee reduced to a 
two-fold head. 


SECT. I. Internal. 


FP ferm theſe againe | 
admit a diſtinction. | 
I. Gene- 


E485. ) 


1. Generall, 


© V3 Pw yiD 


| A conſtant quickning 
| influence and power 0 
- ſpiritual refreſhing frone 
this preſence of Chriſt. 
This 1s cleare in the 
former demonſtration, 
and made mention in 


es | ormer places of Scrip- 
1s | ure. 
y | 
a SECT. 2.Speciall. 
Nd that again ſhold 
bediſpatchtin theſe 
things. 


ne | 1. 4 'ſenſeble &* aTive 
mn. | ſpirituall taſte of Divine 

love, or of God himfelfe 
| D in 
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in his Ordinances by this 
preſence of Chriſt. 

For by this commin 
tohim wee come to _ 
ſee the Father by him. 
And hence alſo followes 
m.the uſe of the Ordi- 
nances by this preſence 
of Chriſt theſe three 
things. | 
. I, Peace with , and 
ſpirituall joy in God. 

2. A ſtrength commu- 
nicated to walke with 
Chriſt , and in his power 
with God. 

3. A ſealed aſſurance 
of eternall communion 
with God in glory. 

Theſe are thoſe in- 
ternall Priviſedges of 

the 


(47 ) 
the Church tobe pow-- 
red out and communi- 
cated to the Saints 1n 
their aſlembling in the 
uſe of divine ordinan- 
CES. | 


SECT. 2. External! 


Priviledees. 
' A Nd theſe I ſhould 
refer to theſe three 
concluſions; 


I. Afree uſe of all the 
Ordinances of Chriſt be- 
longs to the church. 

2. A power of eſtabli- 
ſbing of Officers for the 
governement of the 
Church. © 

3. A power of exerci- 

D'2 fag: 
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ſing of all cenſures , or 
the power of the Keyes 
for the matter of Diſci- 
pline. 

Whence I would 
(hadI proſecuted) infer 
red one thingas a moſt 
_— corollary. 

rand veſe Priviledges 

are _ truly efficacious 
and effeftnall by the pre- 
wailing and afnall pre- 
ſenceof CHR1$T with 
| them. 
| Cantions. Onething _— + 
| ded to be heeded , 
wit thus, 

"K Whether you le call 
a Church thus inveſted 
with theſe great privi- 


ledges made efficacious 
by 


(49) 


by Chriſt s reall preſence 
to be, 
71- Nationall. 
2. Provincial. 
A }3. Claflicall. 
Church, Na. Parochiall. 
5.Independet 
or Congrega- 
tionall. 

Let others diſpute the 
queſtion , I willnot : I 
conceiveall are; 

2. Whether the go- 
vernment bee inveſted in 
an Epiſcopacy, Claſſecall, 
Parochiall , or Congrega- 
tional Elderſhip from the 
donation of the Church, 
for'tis her inheritance, 1 
will not determine , let 
theKing & State deter- 
mine, I can. 


CR a el... 
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I can with peace ſub. 
mit 1{o farre as my con- 
ſcience yet beares mee 
witneſs, & will ſo ſoone 
as the hand is put to ex- 


._ ecution. 


The other two points 
of the uſe of the 1. Law. 
2. Baptiſme Ttonched 


——ou.... 


